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Education Center

Connecting at Ethel R. Lawrence Homes

People
Who Care with a
Cause that Matters

Meet Our Children

Ethel R. Lawrence Homes (ERLH), developed by Fair Share
Housing Development, Inc., is one of the first affordable
fmsggle amkkslgrgcqg gl Lcu Hcpgc
low-gl amkc d_kgjgcq, Rfc K_pe_pecr
Education Center at ERLH offers an after -school Homework
Club, a Summer Enrichment Program, one -on-one tutoring

and college prep assistance to ensure that the children

residing at Ethel R. Lawrence Homes get the support they

need to make the most of the opportunities available in the

high -achieving Mount Laurel School District.
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Age: 11, §' Grade
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building homes and hope



FSHD: Breaking the Cycle of Poverty

Rfc K_pe_pcr Bmllcjjw M¢cAml I mp Cbsa_r¢|[
Homes is operated by Fair Share Housing Development, a hon -profit

housing and social services provider that seeks to reduce racial and

economic segregation in Burlington, Camden, and Gloucester counties by
developing affordable housing in high  -opportunity communities. Ethel R.
Lawrence Homes (ERLH), our award -winning flagship development in

Mount Laurel Township, provides 140 townhome -style apartments in a safe
cltgpmlkclr wugrf _aacqqg rm mlc md LHg¢gc

Affordable housing in an integrated community is the first step to helping
families overcome problems stemming from generational cycles of poverty,
racial segregation, economic isolation, and the lack of a good education.

The key to positive permanent change is to
provide ERLH children with supplemental
educational support and enrichment
programs to enable them to take full

advantage of the educational opportunities The high school graduation rate at
available in Mount Laurel Township. rfc K_pe_pcr Bmllcjjw
Education Center is 97 percent!
.o This compares very favorably with |
Rfc K_p e_pcr Bml I ¢ 1w I the 49.27% 2012 high school gradua- ~ 9 1
Center at ERLH is staffed by a full -time tion rate in Camden.

Education Director (Cindy Haas), a college

graduate Jesuit Volunteer who provides a year of service (Martha Novotny),

and various teen mentors from local organizations. Throughout the year,

Ethel R. Lawrence is often our dedic_ate_d Educatipn Cen_ter_ st_aff works cIos_er with the Moqnt Laurel

calledthe € Pmq _ N _ q Schqol District to provide a disciplined but creative program, which

?2ddmpb_"jc AFm gindudes an after -school Homework Club, parent participation workshops, a

teacher, wife, and mother Summer Enrichment camp, and one  -on-one year -round tutoring to

of nine, Lawrence was rp_l gdmpk afgjbpclcg jgtcg rfpmsef cbsa
{ﬁr”e";’;’:f:f‘;grhf’ra‘”“g et enrichment. Homework Club alumni also get support with the college

cvajsqgml _pw | gPplisatign prqcess hanks to SAT prep classes, campus tours and other
suburbs. She died in 1994, programs designed to help teens understand the application requirements
six years before ERLH and how to apply for financial aid.

opened its doors.
- Parent Spotlight
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when | learned | was going to be a mom. Ethel Lawrence is

great because it provides a safe place for my daughter. Alaina

gets to be outside and meet the other kids in the community.

Considering it is Mount Laurel, the neighborhood is clean, the

schools are good, and the parents are involved. The education

center is wonderful because Alaina gets to play with her friends

_I'b ecr fcjn ugrf fcp fmkcumpi,h é
aElaine White, ERLH Parent
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Cindy Haas Bids Farewell to Education Center

For more than nine years, Cindy Hass served as director of
educational programs at Ethel R. Lawrence Homes. She supervised a
full -time Jesuit Volunteer, various tutors and a cadre of teen mentors

who assisted with our summer program. Prior to joining FSHD, Cindy
taught Pre -K and a summer program for a private learning center and
substituted for numerous years in a K -12 school district. ~ Cindy holds

a BA with high honors in Sociology and Early Elementary Childhood
- Education from Rowan University.

eAgl bw u_qgqg _ bcbga_rcb _btma_rc dmp r
Ep | bc* DQFB¢qgq Bgpcarmp md Npmncprw F
after -school homework club grow into a highly -regarded enrichment
| program that has helped many of our youngest residents realize their
Longtime Education Director Cindy Haas bpc_ka, Rf _I'iqg rm Aglbw¢g fcjn* uc _
resigned in December 2014. md Cbsa_rgml Aclrcp _jsklg f_tc gsaac

Agl bw g _gb gfc af cpgaqf &orkidgevith childrek at the Educa&tiBnldenter aver the last

nine and a half years has brought joy and fulfillment to my life. The families and children at Ethel R.
Lawrence Homes have become like family to me. It has also been an honor to work for an organization
uf mgc kggggml gg rm dgefr dmp qgqmag_|j hsgrgac* agt gj pgef

All of the students at the Education Center join the rest of the staff at FSHD in wishing Cindy well in all of
her future endeavors!

College Workshop and Summer Camp Updates

Our 2015 summer enrichment program includes field trips to see a Riversharks
game, a swim trip to Kroc Center as well as visits to the Cape May Zoo and the
Franklin Institute. While the mornings of the summer program are largely spent i
gmj gbgdwgl e msp grsbclrq¢ _a_bckga qigjjaqgr-*
learning in the afternoons. When the sun began to shine a little bit brighter in

Mount Laurel and the weather warmed up, we started work on our garden, which is
located directly behind the education center. This
summer, we will utilize a hands -on approach in
our learning technigues by encouraging summer
program participants to help grow, care for, and
tend to the produce. We hope this experience will
help our children to develop a larger understanding
of the origins of our food from field to table.

Rfgg we_pgg amijcec umpiqiliuiaiens " o
Some 14 young people showed up to hear the pres- prggram o

entations by representatives from Temple Univer-

sity and Camden County College who were on hand to answer any

questions parents or students had about what it takes to get to college

and be a successful student. They discussed student life, academic courses, financial aid, scholarship

opportunities, and ways to get involved on campus. Rutgers -Camden was unable to attend the presenta-

tion this year, but graciously provided materials that participants were able to pick up and review at

their own leisure. Students from grades 7 to 12 were encouraged to start thinking seriously about the

steps they need to take in order to explore and one day reach their future goals.
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Message From Martha Novotny, Education Center Director

Homework Club kids of ERLH are an impressive bunch! They are
bcrcpkglcb rm _rrclb rfc K_pe_pcr Emllcjjw M¢cAmlI I mp Cbs a_
Center daily and use the space as a safe place to learn and grow in a
variety of ways. Working with Education Center staff, our students
benefit from additional assistance on homework, gain answers on
larger concepts regarding course material questions, and find support
in both academic and developmental spheres. The staff serves the
Cbsa_rgml Aclrcpg¢cg igbg ugrf mncl ¢ _pq I'b _1I mncl fc_p ,
the academic health of each student is greatly important to us and
ultimately stands as our top priority, but children simply are not
mechanical beings. There are times in which emotions and various K prf_ ugrf Jclg_ f=* 7
levels of maturity may cause moments of frustration and create
mental hurdles that a child must overcome. Daily, our staff strives to coach, nourish, and encourage children
ufm dglb rfckqgcjtcqg I ccbgle _bbgrgml _j gsnnmpr, Gr¢qg | mr
sadness when Ms. Cindy left and anxiety when it came time to prepare for the daunting PARCC Exam. But our
students have proved to be remarkably resilient! | could not be more proud of the hard work, commitment, and
determination that the kids have demonstrated throughout this school year.

Meet Our New Teacher: Jameer Royal

Born in Camden and raised in Philadelphia,
Jameer Royal has worked at education cen-
ters, student -taught at elementary and high
schools, directed summer camps, and oper-
ated his own tutoring service since the age
of 14. Throughout high school, Jameer was
committed to volunteering in nonprofit or-
ganizations that raise awareness for the

el've so enjoyed getting to
know the kids in a set-
ting less stressful than
school and being able to
bring that positive rela-

tionship into the school

_ setting. | love when | see
homeless, take care of the environment, igbgq @&ecr grg
5 and provide equal opportunities to less for- I've helped create a love
- : : tunate communities through education and of learning.  When | see
Jameer Royal with Jhalil, 8 . _
the arts. The day after graduating from some of the children that
Cairn University with a B.A. in Liberal Arts & Biblical Studies, he was of- have moved on to high
fered a position at Philadelphia Center of Arts & Technology where he was school, I'm as excited to

working before he moved to Mount Laurel. see them as they are to
see me! | continue to

H_k.ccp hmglcb rfc rch =' rfc.K_pe_pcr. look torward to celebrat- P
c_pjw rfggqg Qnpgl e, eG%t c umpicb wugrf i ol e i md 4
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on my toes and my days are filled with hilarious moments. The children at

rfc K_pe_pcr Bmllcjjw M¢gAmI|I mp Cbhsa_rgm &Andrea Figura  pi

believe they will achieve great things." In the Fall, Jameer will head back to Math Teacher and MDOC Tutor
. Harrington Middle School

gafmmj* rfgg rgkc rm nspgsc _ K_qgrcpeggq
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